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Dear CPB, 

Next week I'm going to start a workshop/mini-course titled 'An introduction to building
mathematical models in ecology and evolution', which you are all very welcome to attend. The
goal is to develop a better understanding of how to go from an idea to a system of equations
that you can then analyze. This is one of the first steps in modelling, yet one of the most
mysterious to many. The workshop is aimed at those with less modeling experience, but it
would be great to get perspectives from across the board. I hope this will be a fun, creative,
and collaborative process, suitable for any career stage and any subdiscipline within ecology
and evolution.

Based on a poll I sent to CPB grad students, the workshop will take place in 4 installments: 

Part 1: Intro (3-5PM Friday Nov 6)
Discuss background reading, see example problems

Part 2: Warmup questions (1-3PM Monday Nov 9)
Compare answers to homework problems

Part 3: Guess the model (1-3PM Monday Nov 16)
Write models described verbally in papers, compare with "truth"

Part 4: Create and exchange (3-5PM Friday Nov 20)
Create your own model, exchange written description with peer and compare
model interpretations

If you are interested in joining please send me an email so I have a sense of numbers and I can
share the Zoom info and (short) reading assignment for Part 1.

Happy to try and answer any questions!
Matt

-- 
Matthew M Osmond (he/him/his)
Center for Population Biology & Banting postdoc
Coop, Schreiber, Whitehead labs
University of California - Davis
mmosmond.github.com
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